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GUSUKS  TANIGUCHt,  after  having  been  duly  sworn,  tes¬ 
tified  at  the  Mnndai  Prisoners  of  War  Cr.r.p,  Makassar, 
Celebes,  on  11  April  1946,  as  follows: 


What  is  your  nano,  age,  nationality,  religion,  marital 
status,  and  heme  address? 

Gosuke  TANluUCHI,  53  years  old,  Japan  .jo,  Buddhist, 
married,  Tokyo,  Shiba-Ku,  kit  a  Koyania  Cho,  ,-/8.  \ 


Q  V/hr.t  is  your  rifo*s  nano? 

A  kit  sue  TAilGUCHI. 


[Q  Are  you  a  member  of  the  Imperial  Japan-  sc  Fore-.. s?l 

A  Yes,  I  aii  a  Captain  in  the  Japanese  Navy.  _ J 

Q  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Navy? 

A  36  years. 


Q  When  did  you  cor.e  to  Celebes? 

A  August  13,  1944. 


Q 


Q 

A 


/Nr- 

19 

H 


ii 


Wh"t  was  your  assignment  in  Celebes? 

On  the  13th  of  August  1Q44  I  arrived  in  Celebes  and 
was  stationed  at  Kendari.  J'-'y  duty  was  to  take  care: 
of. the  transport  of  supplies  to  the  4th  Southern  Area 
Fleet  which  had  its  headouarters  at  Ambon. 

, 

How  long  did  you  re:  a.in  in  this  unit? 

Until  March  1945,  although  part  of  this  service  was  in 
name  only  because*  there  ts  a  shortage  of  supplies  and 
v/c  had  nothing  very  r.uch  to  send  to  Anbcn.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  1944  I  was  appointed  cor  j. ending  officer  of  the 
23rd  Special  Naval  Base  detachment  at  Kendari,  which 
was  under  the  command  of  the  Second  Southern  Area  Dis¬ 
patch  Fleet.  I  remained  in  this  assignment  until  16 
December  1945.  In  the  beginning  of  April  1945  I  was 
appointed  con anding  officer  of  the  Tokkei  Tni  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Kendari. 


II 


Do  you  know  of  any  Americans  being  detained  at  Kendari? 
Yes.  I  knov'  of  nine  r.en  in  October  1944  'md  one  nan 
in  January  1Q45,  and  two  r.en  in  February  1945. 

Will  you  tell  mo  ’Trt  you  know  of  the  nine  n.n  in 
October  1044? 

A  PBY-5  (?)  left  rorotai  1  October  1944  on  a  flight 
to  Celebes.  On  that  sane  day  the  plane  was  fired  on 
and  hit  by  Japanese  gunfire  and  the  plane  crashed 
off  the  eastern  const  of  Celebes,  north  cf  Kendari 
near  an  island,  I  forgot  the  name  of  the  island, 
probably  Salabangka.  I  was  told  that  eleven  r on 
were  in  the  plane  but  two  of  then  died  in  the  crash. 
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PoUsUKE  TANIGUCHl,  after  having  boon  duly  sworn,  to 
.wd  at  the  Handni  Prisoners  of  War  Car.p,  Hr.kassar , 
bos,  on  11  April  194-6,  as  follows: 


s- 


Q  What  is  your  name,  .ago,  nationality,  religion,  marital 
status,  and  heme  address? 

A  Gosuke  TANIGUCHl,  53  years  old,  Japan .jc,  Buddhist, 
married,  Tokyo,  3hib--Ku,  ilitn  Koynrna  Cho, 

Q  ’What  is  your  wife’s  name? 

A  hlitsuo  TANIGUCHl. 


[Q  Are  you  a  nonber  of  the  Imperial  Japan  sc  Forces?! 

|A  Yes,  I  an  a  Captain  in  the  Japanese  Navy.  _ J 

Q  How  long  ha.Vu  you  bv,cn  in  the  Navy? 

A  36  years. 


Q  When  did  you  cor.^  to  Celebes? 

A  August  13,  1944. 

Q  What  was  your  assignment  in  Celebes? 

A  On  the  13th  of  August  1044  I  arrived  in  Celebes  and 
was  stationed  at  Kendari.  Jfy  duty  v:as  to  take  care 
of  the  transport  of  supplies  to  the  4th  South*,  rn  Are  a 
Fleet  which  had  its  headquarters  at  Ambon. 

Q  Hor  long  did  you  rer  ain  in  this  unit? 

A  Until  March  1945,  although  part  of  this  service  was  in 
name  only  because  there  was  a  shortage  of  supplies  and 
we  had  nothing  very  r.uch  to  send  to  Anbon.  In  Septem¬ 
ber  1944  I  was  appointed  co*i  ending  officer  of  the 
23rd  Special  Naval  Base  detachment  at  Kendari,  which 
was  under  the  corduand  of  the  Second  Southern  Area  Dis¬ 
patch  Fleet.  I  ronalned  in  this  assignment  until  16 
December  1945.  In  the  beginning  of  April  1945  I  was 
appointed  co;  1  anding  officer  of  the  Tokkci  Tai  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Kendari. 

1 - 

|  Q  Do  you  knov/  of  any  Americans  being  detained  at  Kendari? 

A  Yes.  I  kno^  of  nine  men  in  Octob  r  1944  and  one  nan 
in  January  1045,  and  two  r.en  in  February  1945. 

Q  Will  you  tell  mo  ’trt  you  know  of  the  nine  n.n  in 
October  1044? 

A  A  I'BY-5  (?)  left  Torotai  1  October  1944  on  a  flight 
to  Celebes.  On  that  sane  day  the  plane  was  fired  on 
and  hit  by  Japanese  gunfire  and  the  piano  crashed 
off  the  eastern  coast  of  Celebes,  north  cf  Kendari 
near  an  island.  I  forgot  the  name  of  the  island, 
probably  Snlabangke .  I  was  told  that  eleven  r en 
were  in  the  plane  but  two  of  then  died  in  the  crash. 


RESTRICTED 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.Org/dqc#892343/ 


Doc.  No.  5532 


RESTRICT HD 


Pago 


2 


V 


The  natives  reported  that  nine  ren  voro  on  an  island 
and  also  gave  the  approximate  location  -nd  I  dispatch¬ 
ed  p.  boat,  about  70  or  CO  tons,  and  about  ten  rir.n  to 
Pack  then  up.  They  were  brought  to  Kendari  and  I 
turned  then  over  to  Lt.  Saburo  TAX IT A  who  was  com¬ 
manding  officer  of  Tokkei  Tai.  As  soo i  as  the  pris¬ 
oners  reached  Kendari  I  informed  Admiral  Morikasu 
OSUGI  at  Makassar  and  Admiral  Tanotsu  FURUKAWA  at 
Kendari.  Admiral  FURUKAV7A  was  commanding  officer 
of  23rd  Air  Unit.  Admiral  OSUGI  was  con  ending  of¬ 
ficer  of  23rd  Special  Naval  Base.  | 


Q  Was  Lt.  T.'uXITA  a  member  of  the  23rd  Special  Naval 
Base  unit? 

A  Y-S. 


Hov*  long  wore  those  nine  Americans  kept  at  Kendari? 
A  About  six  or  seven  weeks. 


Q  Wore  they  interrogated  ’"hile  at  Kendari? 

Jl  Yls>  «n  interpreter,  NOSE  (civilian  interpreter),  was 
sent  from  Makassar  and  the  staff  officer  of  the  23rd 
Air  Unit  questioned  them. 

Q  Do  you  know  the  first  nr  no  of  NOSE  or  where  he  is  at 
present? 

A  I  don't  know  his  first  name  nor  ’-h^re  he  is. 

Q  Viie t  was  the  name  of  the  staff  officer  who  cuestionod 
then? 

A  The  Senior  Staff  Officer  was  SONOKAW  (FNU) ,  Commander. 

He  left  in  February  1946  for  J*pan. 

Q  Did  you  question  the  prison  rs  when  they  arrived  in 
Kendari? 

A  Yes.  I  asked  then  some  questions  although  no  record 
’■as  kept  of  this,  I  asked  such  questions  as:  name, 
rank,  age,  and  how  many  tines  did  they  come  to  Ken¬ 
dari.  All  of  chen  told  me  this  was  their  f irst  trip 
and  that  they  had  just  come  from  America  via  Austra¬ 
lia  and  Nev;  Guinea.  I  then  told  them  that  I  was  very 
sorry  for  them  and  that  I  ’”ould  try  and  ^ive  thor  the 
best  treatment  possible.  I  advised  them  to  answer 
the  questions  that  would  be  asked  by  the  authorities. 

Q  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  these  men? 

A  There  was  a  first  lieutenant  and  I  believe  his  name  w°s 

either  LIBBY  or  LIDDY.  I  don't  remember  the  names  of 
the  others. 

Q  Do  you  know  their  ranks n 

A  I  think  they  were  non-connissicned  officers.  The  lieu¬ 
tenant  told  me  th"t  the  two  who  died  nvre  officers. 

The  first  lieutenant  told  me  ho  was  a  navigator. 

I 
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Q  Wore  you  the  first  one  to  question  these  non? 

A  I  believe  I  vr  s. 

Q  Did  these  nine  Ar.iericans  c^rry  any  papers  or  records 
of  any  sort? 

A  Yes,  they  had  sone  pictures  (wives,  etc.),  Japanese 
uoncy,  foreign  r.oncy,  glasses,  and  first  aid  kit. 
That's  all  about  I  renonber  now,  They  also  had  an 
IFF  (Identification  Friend  or  Foe)  sot.  Tokkei  Tai 
nnde  a  list  of  .all  the  'articles  and  sent  ne  a  list 
and  I  forwarded  the  list  to  Makassar.  I  received 
crd.  rs  fro."  Makassar  to  send  the  IFF  set  to  Makassar. 
The  other  articles  were  kept  by  Tokkei  Tai.  I  don't 
know  what  happened  to  the  articles. 

Q  Hoy'  vu-re  these  prisoners  dressed  when  you  intorro  ''ted 
then? 

A  I  believe  one  of  then  had  khaki  coveralls  with  a 

zipper.  One  y.'^s  b‘  ref oo tod.  So:  to  had  no  sliirt  ex¬ 
cept  undershirt.  My  neuory  is  not  clear  and  I  ar. 
not  sure  about  the  dross. 

Q  ’./ere  you  pr>, j<  at  when  Tokkei  Tai  interrogated  these 
prisoners? 

A  I  passed  the  roor.  several  tii.es  but  never  stayed. 

I  received  a  report  fror  Tokkei  Tai  stating  nar.es, 
rank,  ago.  and  unit  they  wore  attached  to.  I  sent 
the  report  back  to  Tokkei  Tai.  I  believe  NOSF  took 
the-  report  back  to  Makassar  with  him. 

Q  Were  you  present  when  the  staff  officer  interrogated 
then? 

A  I  passed  several  tines  but  never  stay  d  to  listen. 

Q  When  re-re  these  non  interrogated  jn  Tokkei  Tai? 

A  About  10  October. 

|  Q  You  3.ay  that  these  nine  r  on  were  kept  at  the  Tokkt  i 
Tai  six  or  seven  ,rcoks.  Then  what  happened? 

A  I  received  an  order  by  radio  about  23  Novu  bor  1Q44 
fron  Makassar  to  execute  the  nine-  Anerican  prisoners. 

Q  Who  sent  the  ressago? 

A  AdL.ir.al  OSUGI. 

Q  I’xnctly  what  did  the  :  essago  say? 

A  I  don't  roi  r bor  the  ex^ct  words.  It  either  said  to 

dispose  of  or  execute  the  prisoners  and  I  nr  not  sure 
’•'hjoh  but  ik  was  so  worded  that  a  possibility  of  r.is- 
tako  was  very  unlikely. 

Q  What  action  did  you  take  upon  receipt  of  this  order? 

A  Lt.  T AKITA  brought  the  ressngo  to  r;o  and  I  told  hir 
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that  v;o  :.ay  as  roll  go  -  head  "ith  it.  TAKITA  said 
that  he  would  rake  the  nrranget ents  '  nd  I  told  hin 
that  would  be  fine  rnd  that  I  would  leave*  it  up  to 
hir.,  TAK ITA  reported  back  to  r  e  tlv't  day  -'’nd  said 
that  plans  h  id  boon  r.a.do  to  execute  the  prisoners 
the;  m.xt  day  or  two  days  later  at  about  sunset.  I 
capprov  ,d  of  this  plan  and  cautioned  T AKITA  to  abide 
by  the  Sanurui  Code.  About  this  tire  the  Tokkci  Tni 
|  received  orders  fron  the  23rd  Air  Unit  at  Kendari  to 
send  four  of  the  prisoners  to  then.  TAKITA  brought 
the  message  to  i;;e.  The  order  care  fro:.;  Con: under 
30N0KAWA.  I  sar-  no  order.  TAKITA  told  ue  about  it 
I  and  I  don't  knot?  how  the  message  was  sent.  TAKITA 
said  that  the  23rd  Air  Unit  wanted  to  execute  four. 
The  orders  from  Adniral  03UGI  were  to  execute  the 
nine  prisoners  so  I  didn't  object  to  sending  then 
for  all  that  I  was  interested  in  was  that  they  bo 
i  execut'  d  and  the  place  and  by  who:  was  i: j  atorial. 

I  hc^rd  that  a  car  was  sent  fron  23rd  ..ir  Unit  to 
take  the  four  back  a.s  it  v,^s  about  an  hour  drive. 

I  Q  What  happened  to  the  other  five? 

i  A  They  Were  Xecut.d  either  the  next  day  or.  two  days 
later  as  scheduled.  I  did  not  attend  the  execution 
but  received  the  report  fron  TAKITA.  TAKITA  did  not 
attend  the  execution  cither  but  assigned  Ensign  CIIUT'A 
to  do  it.  I  thought  at  the  tiro  that  Ensign  CHULA 
,  executed  the  five  but  I  learned  since  that  Ensign 

i  CHUT 'A  executed  only  one  and  Ensign  KITANI,  Toshio, 

Warrant  Officer  OGAWA  (FNU),  Warrant  Officer  YAT'ALOTO 
|  ,  (FNU),  Chief  Petty  Officer  TANAKA  (FNU) ,  uxocut -d  on.: 
\l  ''  each.  } 

Wo  heard  that  n  Dutch  plan  j  was  cor  ing  to  in¬ 
vestigate  us  25  November  1945  so  we  talked  it  over 
and  the  conversation  got  around  to  American  trials 
and  ’-e  heard  that  Americans  punished  the  ones  who 
actually  performed  the  execution  as  well  as  the  one 
vrho  ordered  it  done  and  it  was  at  this  tine  that 
I  1  rarned  that  CHLT  A  did  not  execute  all  of  then 
but  those  I  have  just  ns nod  also  helped.  I  heard 
in  this  sane  conversation  that  the  Americans  punished 
the  cne  who  'avc  the  orders  a.s  well  as  the  one  who 
perforrod  the  execution.  We  thought  that  some  Ameri¬ 
can  officers  were  cor ing  in  that  plane  but  when  it 
cane  there  were  Dutch:. en  only,  so  I  had  done  so;.c  un¬ 
necessary  worrying. 

Q  Who  is  tlic  "wo"  you  keep  mentioning? 

A  Just  some  people  I  ate  with  who  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  incident.  They  had  just  heard  about  it. 

They  were:  Lt.  NOSAKA,  Lt. .FUJINO,  Ensign  I  .C.  KAMI- 
KUBO,  Ensign  DAN,  Lt.  (jg)  FUJI TAN I. 
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2lsc  do  you  kno”;  the  xccution? 

I..  .IT/i  reported  to  r.e  that  the  re  a  krd  boon  executed 

ra<^io  nt-ssn.go  for  r.y  signature, 
i-  S'  th',’T'  tho  prisoners  had  been  executed  os 

L°ssa8o  nui.ber  (?).  I  signed  this 
~.e*js..*o  anc  it  v*ns  sent  to  Adr.iral  OSUGI  and  I  nev^r 

1  rould  like  to  that  all  Japanese 
radio  :3»i’ss’ftges  rro  numbered  r.nd  the  nunbor  shors  date 
and  the  hour. 

You  said  you  notified  Adr.iral  OSUGI  that  tho  nine 
ren  1/orc  executed.  How  do  you  know  the  four  :  en 
ord  .red  by  Coriander  SONOKAV/A  were  execute1.? 

One  of  ;.y  subordinates  received  a  report  fro:,  the 
2Jrd  Air  Unit  stating  that  the  four  i.en  had  been 
executed  on  sane  day.  I  don't  know  if  the  report 
vas  received  by  telephone  or  by  messenger.  I  don't 
knov;  who  received  the  report  nor  the  one  who  sent 

J 

Did  this  order  to  send  these  four  r.en  cone  fron  Adr.i¬ 
ral  FURUXA7A  or  did  it  cc.  e  fron  Corrander  SONOKAV/A? 
Ordinarily  Adr.iral  FURUKAV/A  would  give  orders  to 
Col  render  SONOKAV/A  but  son-tires  the  Senior  Staff 
0.. x leers  took  ratters  in  their  ovai  hands  and  later 
reported  to  Adr.iral  FURUKAV/A.  I  ar  not  sure  about 
this  particular  order. 

!7e.s  this  an  order  fror:  Corr  ander  SONOKAVA  or  a  i. .  re 
request? 

It  was  an  order  fror  Cor:  a.udcr  SOUOY.V-YA. 

I?.1*®  r2port  thnt  y°u  rec  ived  fror-  tho  23rd  Air  Unit 
eld  it  state  what  unit  or  wh"t  person  tel  had  porfor rer1 
the  execution? 

The  ressage  that  I  received  was  a  verbal  report  and  it 
only  stated  that  the  ren  h-"d  been  executed. 

ir"s  the  original  radio  message  that  w~s  sent  fro: 
Makassar  signed  by  Adr.iral  OSUGI? 

h'hon  r:cssag(. s  ^re  sent  it  rust  be  signed  or  starped  by 
so:  o  officer  with  authority.  This  particular  message 
was  sent  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Kendari  Dis¬ 
patch  Unit  which  was  rysclf.  It  was  sent  fron  23rd 
Special  Naval  Base  Headquarters.  Although  the  message 
did  not  have  "headquarters"  written  on  it,  it  had  a 
symbol  of  headquarters.  The-  symbol  is  a  triangular 
i lag  that  is  used  only  by  the  headquarters  and  I  had 
previously  received  messages  with  this  symbol  and  they 
h^d  been  sent  fron  Adtiiml  OSUGI  nnd  there  rrf>s  no 
doubt  in  i  y  wind  about  this  one.  And  after  this  I  re¬ 
received  other  radio  messages  with  the  sane  synbol  -hich 
had  cone  fron  OSUGI. 
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Q  .hen  you  sent  the  radio  message  about  the  nine  Aw.ori- 
cans  having  h.-on  executed,  did  you  send  it  to  the 
corr.anding  officer  cf  the  23rd  Special  Naval  Base? 

A  Yes,  I  put  the  same  symbol  that  designated  the  head¬ 
quarters  of  the  23rd  Special  Naval  Base  and  with  that 
symbol  it  had  to  go  to  the  highest  ranking  officer 
for  his  signature. 

Q  Do  you  know  where  Lt.  Saburo  TAKITA  is  at  err  sent? 

A  Ho  left  Kendari  about  9th  or  ICth  of  February  1945 

for  Japan. 


Do  ycu  by  chance  know  TAKITA1  s  home  nJ-'r^ss  in  Japan? 
Kag.awn  Ken. 

Do  you  know  his  occupation? 

He  is  an  officer  in  the  merchant  marine. 

Hor  old  is  TAKITA? 

About  50  years  old. 

Can  you  describe  hir? 

He  was  about  5  femt,  2  or  3  inches  tall,  weighed  about 
12C  pounds.  H-  had  false  toc'th.  He  wore  glasses  when 
reading.  H^s  quite  a  l-rgc  a;  ou  it  cf  hair  for  an  old 
man.  He  has  a  mustache# 

Do  you  know  where  Ensign  IITANI,  Tcshio,  Warrant 
Officer  CGA'/A,  ’/arrant  Officer  YAJ  AEOTO,  Chief  Petty 
Officer  TANAI  A  and  Ensign  CHULA  are  now? 

I  IITANI  is  here;  OGAWA.  Benton;  YAJ'AJ'OTO,  B-nten; 

TANAKA,  is  here;  CHU! A,  unknown. 

Do  you  know  where  Admiral  Tnr.ctsu  FB3UKAWA  is  at 
present? 

The  23rd  iiir  Unit  roved  to  Java  in  March  of  last  year 
and  the  admiral  went  to  Java  at  that  time.  I  don't 
knew  where  he  is  at  present. 

Do  you  know  where  Commander  SON  OKA1 7  A  (FNU)  is  at  present? 
He  loft  Kcnd~ri  sometime  in  February  1945  and  wont  to 
Hnkassar  on  his  way  to  Japan. 

Can  you  describe  SONOKAV/A? 

He.  I  remember  no  distinguishing  features  about  him. 

Do  you  kno'"  ’whore  in  Japan  he  lives? 

No. 

r’here  ’'ore  these  five  Americans  buried? 

They  wore  buried  in  the  same  place  where  they  were 
executed  about  2 CO  yards  from  the  barracks  of  the 
Rikkei  Tai  (Land  Gu'-.rd  Unit). 
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Are  the  bodies  still  there? 

Of  course. 

Did  you  ever  repair  the  graves  of  those  five  Americans? 
1  had  some  stones  placed  around  the  grave. 

Do  you  have  anything  else  you  rant  to  tell  us  about  the 
nine  Americans? 

y.-s.  I  would  like  to  say  this.  I  hear  that  the  auth¬ 
orities  from  .  akassar  are  denying  that  the  message  i  as 
senv  but  it  is  true.  Me  anticipated  an  Allied  landing 
in  duly  194  p  and  we  destroyed  all  of  our  records  or  I 
could  show  you  trie  message  I  received  and  a  copy  of  the 
one  I  sent.  I  had  no  reason  to  execute  these  men,  I 
had  been  in  command  of  this  unit  for  only  fro  months 
and  it  v*as  a  decision  too  important  for  me  to  make. 

Tell  us  about  the  other  three  Americans  v*ho  were 
detained  in  Kendari  last  year? 

About  the  15th  or  16  of  January  1945  a  flight  of 
about  30  P-3c  s  came  over  and  bombed  an  airstrip 
about  40  or  50  kilometers  from  Kondnri.  One  of  these 
planes  vas  shot  dov,n  and  the  searching  party  was  sent 
cut  by  the  23rd  Air  Unit  and  one  American  was  found 
about  the  loth  or  19tn  of  January  in  an  empty  hut 
in  the  evening.  He  ws  taken  to  tho  hospital  of  the 
23rd  Air  Unit  the  following  day. 

How  long  did  he  stay  in  the  hospital  there? 

Ho  stayed  in  the  hospital  two  or  three  davs.  He 
v.as  wounded  in  tho  head  and  chest. 

After  he  had  been  in  tho  hospital  whore  did  he  <*o*> 

He  1  'as  brought  to  Kendari  Tokkei  Tai  about  the  23rd 
or  24th  and  placed  in  the  hospital  of  the  Tclckei' Tai. 

Did  you  sue  him  when  he  was  brought  to  Kendari? 

Yes,  I  saw  him,  tho  first  day  he  was  brought  to  Ken¬ 
dari.  I  ’  'ont  out  when  I  Jv.ard  that  an  automobile 
came  in  and  I  saw  tho  American  standing  by  it. 

Where  were  you  when  you  talked  to  this  American*? 

I  talked  to  him  in  the  office  of  the  Tokkci  Tai. 

What  did  you  talk  to  him  about? 

I  told  him  that  I  was  commanding  officer  of  that  de¬ 
tachment  and  that  his  v'ounds  would  be  taken  care 
of  by  the  doctor.  And  I  told  him  that  if  there  is 
anything  he  wanted,  to  let  me  know  and  would  make  him 
as  comfortable  as  possible.  I  had  already  heard  that 
he  was  a  major  and  his  name  was  ENDERS  (?)  (FNU). 

Did  you  ask  him  any  qut stions  at  that  time? 

No.  Ho  as  a  patient  and  besides  it  was  not  my  duty. 
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V.'as  the  major  wounded  in  any  ray? 

Yes.  Ho  had  ab  ound  in  the  head  and  I  heard  he  had 
xnternal  injuries  in  the  chest.  He  had  a  bandage 
a-v.und  his  head  and  also  one  around  his  chcsc. 

Do  you  knov:  where  the  major  came  from? 

I  dia  not  hear  exactly.  I  think  all  pianos  attacking 

???°ufr0In  :iorotai-  1‘  understood  that  the  major 
va3  the  flight  commander  of  the  flight  of  P-38s. 

Kor  long  was  the  major  kept  in  Kendari  Tokke.t  Tai? 

-j^ss  uhan  a  month  I  believe.  Ho  stayed  thera  less  than 
a  lnontu  and  nt  was  the  13th  of  February  19-15  that  I  re- 
coivcc  an  order  to  send  him  to  Makassar.  I  mentioned 
.hat  to  a  doctor  and  he  told  me  that  the  major  had 
dice  that  morning. 

las  the  major  interrogated  v/hile  ho  v/as  at  Kendarl 
Toickci  Tai? 

I  heard  that  the  officers  from  the  23rd  Air  Unit  came 
dovn  two  or  three  times  to  question  the  American  pris¬ 
oner.  ^ 

Do  you  kno’-  the  names  of  those  officers? 

I  don't  know. 


Q  Do  you  know  who  acted  as  interpreter? 

A  I  don't  know  exactly  but  I  suppose  NOSE  was  called. 

Q  Do  you  know  NOSE's  first  name? 

A  No. 

Q  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now? 

A  No. 

Q  Did  the  major  receive  proper  medical  attention? 

A  Jus.  The  major  received  proper  medical  attention. 

*00(^  v/as  prepared  for  him  because  we  knew 
that  ho  was  net  accustomed  to  our  own  food. 

Q  Did  you  see  the  major  quite  often  during  the  time  he 
was  in  Kendarl? 

A  I  saw  him  only  once;  that  was  the  date  he  arrived. 

Q  vjho  was  the  doctor  that  treated  the  malor? 

A  Lieutenant  FUJINO  (FNU) . 

Q  ’.There  is  he  now? 

A  Benton. 

Q  V/hcre  wrs  the  major  buried? 

A  Major  ENDERS  was  buried  about  200  yards  east  of  the 
barracks. 
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.■as  the  major  wounded  in  any  way? 
Yus.  Ho  had  a  1  ound  in  the  head 
xnterna]  injuries  in  the  chest, 
around  his  head  and  also 


one 


and  I  h^ard  he  had 
Ho  had  a  bandage 
around  his  chcsc. 


Do  you  know  where  the  major  came  from9 
I  did  not  hear  exactly.  I  thin*  all  planes  attacking 
Kenuari  came  from  Morotai.  I  understood  that  the  major 
T/as  the  1  light  commander  of  the  flight  of  P-38s. 

Hov;  long  was  the  major  kept  in  Kendari  Tokkei  Tai? 

‘J,;SS  ^an  a  laonth  I  believe.  He  stayed  there  less  than 
a  moRt.i  and  Jt  was  the  13th  of  February  19-15  that  I  re- 
ceivec  an  order  to  send  him  to  IJakassar.  I  mentioned 
.hat  to  a  doctor  and  he  told  me  that  the*  major  had 
dioQ  that  morning. 

V/as  the  major  interrogated  while  ho  was  at  Kendari 
Toickei  Tai? 

I  heard  that  the  officers  from  the  23rd  Air  Unit  came 

down  two  or  three  times  to  question  the  American  pris¬ 
oner.  ^ 

Do  you  know  the  names  of  those  officers? 

I  den't  know. 


Q  Do  you  know  vjho  acted  as  interpreter? 

A  I  don't  know  exactly  but  I  suppose  NOSE  was  called. 

Q  Do  you  know  NOSE's  first  name? 

A  No. 

Q  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now? 

A  No. 

Q  Did  the  major  receive  proper  medical  attention? 

A  The  major  received  proper  medical  attention. 

Special  iood  was  prepared  for  him  because  we  know 
that  ho  was  net  accustomed  to  our  own  food. 

Q  Did  you  see  the  major  quite  often  during  the  time  he 
was  in  Kendari? 

A  I  saw  him  only  once;  that  was  the  date  he  arrived. 

Q  'Tho  was  the  doctor  that  treated  the  malor*? 

A  Lieutenant  FUJINO  (FNU) . 

Q  ’.'here  is  he  now? 

A  Benton. 

'  1 .  ■  \  . 

Q  Vrhi  re  was  the  major  buried? 

A  Uajor  ENDERS  v/as  buried  about  200  yards  east  of  the 
barracks. 

.*  .  VVy.’*  •' 

.  ’  .  *  *  * 
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Q  Do  you  know  of  anything  more  about  Major  ENDERS? 

A  No. 

Q  ’/ill  you  tell  us  about  the  two  other  men  you  mentioned 
being  detained  by  the  Tokkei  Tai  in  February  1945? 

A  About  the  16th  or  17th  of  February  1945  one  American 
non-commissioned  officer  v ->s  brought  to  the  Tokkei 
Tai,  The  next  day  another  American  non-commissioned 
officer  was  brought  to  the  Tokkei  Tai.  I  don?t  know 
what  type  of  plane  they  had  come  from  nor  do  T  knov; 
who  apprehended  them  and  brought  them  to  the  Tokkei 
Tai.  As  each  man  was  brought  to  the  Tok'  ei  Tai  he 
was  brought  to  the  headquarters  and  I  talked  to  him 
there.  They  were  then  taVcn  to  the  Tokkei  Tai  and 
kept  there  about  four  or  five  days  and  then  they 
were  taken  to  Makassar  by  Chief  Potty  Officer  SO, 
Shigeru  ^nd  I  believe  they  wore  turned  over  to  the 
Makassar  Tokkei  Tai,  I  don't  knov;  if  they  wore  in¬ 
vestigated  while  they  wore  at  Tokkei  Tai  or  not. 

Q  When  you  talked  to  these  men  one  at  a  time,  did  you 
hear  their  names? 

A  Yes,  I  asked  their  names  but  I  have  forgotten. 

Q  Do  you  remember  the  rani:  of  these  men? 

A  One  man  told  me  he  was  a  corporal.  I  don't  know  the 

rani:  of  the  other  except  he  was  a  non-commissioned 
officer. 

Q  Y/hat  action  did  you  take  wh^n  these  two  men  were 
brought  to  the  Tokkei  T^i? 

A  I  sent  a  message  to  the  headquarters  of  the  23rd 

Special  Naval  Base  in  Makassar  when  each  American  v;rs 
brought  to  the  Tokkei  Tai.  As  a  result  of  this  radio¬ 
gram  I  received  orders  from  Makassar  to  send  the 
tv'o  Americans  to  Makassar.  I  sent  them  by  boat  with 
Petty  Officer  SO  in  charge  of  them. 

Q  Do  you  know  ’hat  finally  happened  to  the  two  Americans? 

A  I  never  heard  anything  further  •’bout  them. 

Q  I  was  told  that  you  h^d  a  watch  and  ring  in  your  pos¬ 
session.  ,nhat  was  the  make  of  the  watch? 

A  Omc-ga.  I  wanted  a  watch  and  I  asked  the  Tokkei  Tai 
to  send  me  one.  I  kn.w  they  had  such  things  in  their 
possession  a  nd  ’/arrant  Officer  V/AXASUGI  (FNU)  sent 
this  watch  to  mo.  V/AKASUGI  took  CHULA'S  place  when 
CHUMA  left. 

’■hat  did  you  do  with  the  v’atch? 

After  the  war  ended  wc  >vro  not  sure  for  a  ccuple  of 
rooks  that  the  war  was  actually  over  but  when  wo  be¬ 
came  convinced  th' t  the  w.ar  w^.s  over  I  decided  to 
destroy  the  evidence  -'nd  I  threw  it  in  the*  Kendari  Bay 
about  25  or  2 6  of  August  1945. 
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Q  Whore  did  you  get  the  ring? 

A  When  I  moved  to  my  new  headquarters  about  14  or  15  of 
October,  SATO,  Torno  brought  this  ring  to  me.  Before 
|  this,  an  order  had  been  issued  that  all  such  evidence 

|  should  be  destroyed. 

Q  Who  issued  this  order? 

1  A  I  think  Vice-Admiral  SHIBATA,  Yaichiro  issued  it. 

}  He  was  commanding  officer  of  the  2nd  Southern  Area 

;  Dispatch  Fleet. 

Q  Can  you  describe  tb^  ring? 

A  It  looked  like  the  one  you  have  on  (an  ordinary 

College  class  ring,  yellow*  geld  with  a  black  set). 

Q  Was  it  an  Air  Corps  ring? 
i  A  I  don't  know, 

Q  When  did  SATO  bring  this  ring  to  you? 

A  About  the  middle  of  October  1045. 

i 

Q  ’/here  did  SATO  get  the  ring? 

A  Ho  said  it  belonged  to  Major  ENDSRS. 

}  Q  Did  he  tell  you  whore  ho  got  it? 

A  No.  Ho  just  told  me  it  had  belonged  to  Major  ENDERS. 

I  Q  What  did  you  do  with  it? 

A  I  told  him  to  leave  it  with  me.  The  next  day  I  threw 

i  it  in  the  sea. 

Q  Was  force,  threats,  duress,  or  coercion  used  in  taking 
this  statement  from  you? 

A  No. 

Q  Was  any  promise  of  reward,  immunity,  or  consideration 
.  given  as  a  result  cf  this  statement? 

A  No. 


Q 

r 


Have  you  anything  further  to  add  to  your  statement? 
No. 


NETHERLANDS  INDIES  ) 

) 

CELEBES  )  SS 

) 

CITY  OF  MAKASSAR  ) 


/s/  Gosuko  Taniguchi 

gosihm;  migIjchi 


I 

! 
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I,  G03UKE  TANIGUCHI,  being  duly  sv/orn  on  o-^th,  state 
th  t  I  had  rend  to  me  and  understood  the  translation  of  t,ho 
foregoing  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and  all  answers 
contained  therein,  consisting  of  nine  (9)  pages,  are  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

/ s/  Qosuko  Taniguchi 
GCSUHE  TANIGUCHI 


Subscribed  -nd  sworn  to  before  me  this  12  day  of 
April,  1946.  — 

/s/  ’'nrren  G.  Havfkins 
WARREN  G.  ILV/i  r:3.  1st  Lt.,  INF. 
Investigating  Officer,  Wear  Crimes 
I  nve  s  t  i  gr  t  i  ng  Dot  a  chmen t 

I  have  re-read  the  above  statement  thi3  4  day  of  May  1946 
on  board  FS  319  and  all  answers  are  true.  I  have  no 
change  to  make  or  supplemental  statement  to  dictate.  1 

/s/  Gosuke  Taniguchi 


/j\  ^"NETHERLANDS  INDIES 
CELEBES 

CITY  OF  MAKASSAR 


) 

) 

)  3S 

) 

) 


I,  IIASAO  DOUF.,  1/3,  ASN  30111100,  War  Crimes  Branch, 
being  duly  sv;orn  on  oath,  state  that  I  truly  translated 
the  questions  and  answers  given  from  English  to  Japanese 
and  from  Japanese  to  English,  and  that  after  being  trans¬ 
cribe  d,  I  truly  translated  the  foregoing  deposition  con¬ 
taining  nine  (9)  pages,  to  the  witness;  that  the  witness 
thereupon  in  r.:y  presence  affixed  his  signature  thereto. 


/s/  Has no  Doue 
IIASAO  DCUE 


Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12  day  of 
April,  1946.  — 


/ s/  Warr  n  G,  Harkins 
WARREN  G.  IDA 'KINS.  1st  Lt.,  INF. 
Investigating  Officer,  War  Crimes 
Investigating  Detachment 
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CERTIFICATE 

LAWRENCE  S?R?0HILL  ^Vt^Lt’  10t'5^O2e»°’p|0420\JF*  and 
on  11th  day  of  ;!rli  ?o8,’,°'9  ,?»  FA»  certify  that 

us  GOSUKE  TiNirrirNT  ’  ’  personally  appeared  before 

the  foregoing™™’^  So  thc°l^''L}°  HASA?  Km' 

therein:  that  22?,' » V?2-.s' 0VOP*1  questions  sot  forth 

SWJ"c5SS."C0  ^ 3fflX0d  his  ou^tLT^rito 


Makassar.  ColeV. s 
(place) 


12  April  1Q4.A 
(Date) 


/s./ y/arron  G.  Hav/kins 
WARREN  G.  HAWKINS  *”Xst  Lt. ,  INF. 
Investigating  Off leer,  War  Crimes 
Investigating  Detachment 

/s/  Lawrence  S.  Tohlll 
LAWRENCE  S.  TOrill Lt. ,  FA 
Investigating  Officer,  War  Crimes 
Investigating  Detachment 
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